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Driving from Hoi An to My Son which is a really interesting 
4th Century World Heritage site where we were treated to 
a performance by a Champs dance group. Expecting a 
‘touristy’ presentation we were actually charmed by the 
delightful feminine dancing and delightful music 
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The Champs dance 


group at My Son 
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My So’n is a cluster of abandoned and partially ruined Hindu temples constructed be- 
tween the 4th and the 14th century AD by the kings of Champa. The temples are dedi- 
cated to the worship of the god Shiva known under various local names, the most im- 
portant of which is "Bhadresvara". 


My Son is located near the village of Duy Phu, in the administrative district of Duy 
Xuyén in Quang Nam Province in Central Vietnam 69 km southwest of Da Nang. The 
temples are in a valley roughly two kilometres wide that is surrounded by two moun- 
tain ranges. 


From the 4th to the 14th century AD, the valley at MY So’n was a site of religious cere- 
mony for kings of the ruling dynasties of Champa as well as a burial place for Cham roy- 
alty and national heroes. It was closely associated with the nearby Cham cities of In- 
drapura (Dong Duong) and Simhapura (Tra Kiéu). At one time, the site encompassed 
over 70 temples as well as numerous stele bearing historically important inscriptions in 
Sanskrit and Cham 


My Son is perhaps the longest inhabited archaeological site in Indochina, but a large 
majority of its architecture was destroyed by US carpet bombing during a single week 
of The Vietnam War and | have photographed some of the craters 
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The My sen templée-complex is regarded one of the foremost Hindu temple complexes 
in Southeast Asia and is the foremost heritage site of this nature in Vietnam. It is often 
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Tien explaining the back- 


ground to My Son 
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One of the many bomb craters on 


the wonderful site 
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Tien explaining to an 


attentive audience 
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to Cham Islands 


EZ Phic kién Assembly hal! 
Triéu Chau Assembly hall 
Information center 

~~ Walking and cycling town 
Tourist Information Center 
Folk game of breaking pots 


Folk game of bingo-in-huts 
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Hoi Ann old 
quarter map 


The well outside 
the market was 

still in everyday 

use 
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the loved one’s name and burnt for approx. 1 week 
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The ornate Chinese temple was still 


a thriving community building 


These sea paintings in the Temple were from the time 
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when Hoi An was a thriving sea port 
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This beautiful little bridge is 
emblematic of Hoi An. A 
bridge was first constructed 
here in the 1590s by the Japa- 
nese community to link them 
with the Chinese quarters. 
Over the centuries the orna- 
mentation has remained rela- 
tively faithful to the original 
Japanese design. 


The structure is very solidly 
constructed because of the 
threat of earthquakes. The en- 
trances to the bridge are 
guarded by weathered stat- 
ues: a pair of monkeys on one 
side, a pair of dogs on the oth- 
er. According to one story, 
many of Japan’s emperors 
were born in the years of the 
dog and monkey. 


The bridge is depict- 
ed on the 20,000 
Dong bank note 
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We enjoyed the 
old city so much 
that we walked 
there again to en- 
joy it at night. 
The bridge across 
the river was 
alive with traders 
selling their 
wares _ including 
lucky candles that 
one could float 
down the river. It 
was very, very 
colourful 
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The Hoi An Roasery 
made the best 
coffee we found in 
Vietnam 
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One of their specialities 
“was made with fresh 


eggs, cinnamon and 


“cream and it was dou- 
_ble-delicious 
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